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 CROSS REFERENCES 
 
Board of Health power to abate nuisances - See 3rd Class §2324 (53 
  P.S. §37324) 
 
Removal of rubbish from sidewalks - See GEN. OFF. Art. 721 
                                                                    
 1161.01  DEFINITION. 
 
 "Public or common nuisance," when used in this Article, shall 
be that which is set up, maintained, continued or permitted to 
exist, so as to be injurious to the health, or an obstruction to 
the use of property by interfering with the repose, health, safety 
or life of any person; whatever is dangerous to human life or 
health; whatever renders the air, food, water or any drink or any 
product unhealthy, dangerous or injurious to human life or health. 
 It shall be a violation of this Article to establish or allow such 
nuisance to continue to exist.  The Bureau of Health shall 
determine when a nuisance is being created or perpetuated.  (Ord. 
3033.  Passed 10/22/85.) 
 
 1161.02  ESTABLISHMENT OF PROTECTIVE RULES. 
 
 The Board of Health shall establish rules from time to time as 
may be deemed necessary for the protection of the repose, health, 
comfort, safety or life of the inhabitants of the City.  Such rules 
shall be duly promulgated and published as provided by law, and the 
violation of any such rules now or hereafter established shall be 
subject to the penalties provided in this Article.  (1946 Code C. 
13 §8.) 
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 1161.03  TOILET FACILITIES, SEPARATE FACILITIES. 
 
 Where plumbing fixtures are required, separate facilities 
shall be provided for each sex.  The following exceptions shall 
apply: 

 
1. Separate facilities shall not be required in 

residential occupancies. 
2. Separate employee facilities shall not be required 

in occupancies in which 15 or less people are 
employed. 

3. Separate facilities shall not be required in 
structures or tenant spaces with a total occupant 
load, including both employees and customers, of 
15 or less in which food or beverage is served for 
consumption within the structure or tenant space. 

 
(Ord. 3033.  Passed 10/22/85; Ord. 4088.  Passed 9/4/2001.) 
 
 1161.04  INSANITARY AND UNFIT BUILDINGS. 
 
 (a) Any dwelling, business place, manufacturing 
establishment, storeroom, warehouse or any building used or 
occupied as a dwelling or for business purposes, wherein conditions 
are found to be dangerous or detrimental to the health of the 
occupants or employees thereof, or to the public, shall be declared 
insanitary and unfit for habitation or business purposes. 
 
 (b) Any dwelling which is vacant for at least six months and 
has been found to be unfit under this Article or which has been 
condemned for Code Violations under Article 1733, BOCA National 
Property Maintenance Code, is declared to be a nuisance under this 
Article.  (Ord. 2898.  Passed 7/5/83.) 
 
 1161.05 FAILURE TO ABATE. 
 
 Every owner, agent, lessee, lessor or tenant who maintains or 
fails to abate a building declared insanitary and unfit for 
habitation or business purposes after a twenty-four hours' notice 
from the Bureau of Health to do so, shall be guilty of violating 
the provisions of this Article.  (1946 Code C. 13 §11.) 
 
 1161.06   PLACARDING. 
 
 When the owner, agent, lessee, lessor or tenant of an 
insanitary house, dwelling, business place, manufacturing 
establishment, storeroom, warehouse or any building used for 
dwelling or business purposes fails to comply with the order of the 
Bureau of  Health, the house, dwelling or business place shall be 
quarantined and a placard stating the nature of the nuisance 
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shall be posted in a conspicuous place where it shall remain until 
existing conditions have been abated to the satisfaction of a 
representative of the Bureau of Health.  (1946 Code C. 13 §11.) 
 
 1161.07   WEEDS DEFINED; HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS; REMOVAL. 
 
 (a) "Weeds," as used in this Article, shall include all rank 
vegetable growth which exhales unpleasant and noxious odors or 
pollen, and also rank vegetable growth that may conceal filthy 
deposits or serve as breeding places for mosquitoes and other 
insects. 
 
 (b) No person owning or holding real estate shall allow or 
maintain on any lot within the corporate limits any growth of weeds 
to a height over one foot if such weeds are within two hundred feet 
of any buildings or any public right of way.  However, such 
restriction shall only be applicable between the first day of April 
and the first day of November.  Weeds cut on properties in 
violation of this ordinance must be removed from the property at 
the time of cutting.  (Ord. 3130.  Passed 7/21/87; Ord. 4045.  
Passed 11/21/00.) 
 
 1161.08   ACCUMULATION OF RUBBISH AND GARBAGE. 
 
 (a) All exterior property and premises, and the interior of 
every structure shall be free from any accumulation of rubbish and 
garbage. 
 
 (b) Every occupant of a structure shall dispose of all 
rubbish in a clean and sanitary manner by placing such rubbish in 
approved containers. 
 
 (c)  The owner of every premises shall supply approved covered 
containers for rubbish, and the owner of the premises shall be 
responsible for the removal of rubbish. 
 
 (d)  Every occupant of a structure shall dispose of garbage in 
a clean and sanitary manner by placing such garbage in an approved 
garbage disposal facility or approved garbage containers. 
 
 (e) The owner of every dwelling shall supply any one of the 
following:  an approved mechanical food waste grinder in each 
dwelling unit, an approved incinerator unit in the structure 
available to the occupants in each dwelling unit, or an approved 
leakproof, covered, outside garbage container. 
 
 (f) The operator of every establishment producing garbage 
shall provide, and at all times cause to be utilized, leakproof 
approved containers provided with close-fitting covers for the 
storage of such materials until removed from the premises for  
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disposal. (Ord. 3659.  Passed 1/3/95.) 
 

(g) All furniture, materials and other similar products 
designed, built, and manufactured exclusively for indoor living 
use shall not be placed or stored on exterior porches, in yards 
or any part of an exterior property in residential and non-
residential areas.  The storage or placement of automobile car 
seats and other non-weather resistant materials shall also be 
prohibited.  Any person who fails to comply with this Article 
after forty-eight hours notice from the City to do so, shall be 
guilty of violating the provisions of this Article and shall be 
subject to the fines set forth in Article 1161.99. (Ord. 4089.  
Passed 9/4/2001.) 
 
 1161.09 INFESTATION BY VECTORS. 
 
 When the Bureau of Health determines that an infestation of a 
building by rats, roaches or other potential disease vectors exists 
such as to be a health nuisance, owners of property believed to be 
a source of infestation or to be affected by the infestation shall 
be responsible to abate such nuisance in a manner and on a schedule 
prescribed by the Bureau of Health.  All such nuisance abatement 
shall be done by a professional exterminator, certified in 
restricted-use pesticides, and acceptable to the Bureau of Health. 
 In the event that the property owner shall fail to so act, such 
property owner shall be liable for the penalties prescribed herein 
and the Bureau of Health shall then cause such property to be 
exterminated at the owner's expense.  (Ord. 3033.  Passed 
10/22/85.) 
 
 1161.10   FAILURE TO COMPLY; COST OF LIEN. 
 
 Should any person refuse, neglect or fail to comply with any 
of the terms, provisions and requirements of this Article, or with 
any notice given in conformity with or pursuant to the provisions 
hereof, then the Bureau of Health is empowered and directed to 
engage all labor and furnish all materials necessary or required to 
comply with the notice and the cost and expense thereof, together 
with twenty percent, added thereon as a penalty, which shall be 
certified to the City Solicitor, who shall enter the same as a lien 
against the property in the Court of Common Pleas of Northampton or 
Lehigh Counties and shall proceed to collect same in like manner as 
other municipal claims are by law collectible.  (Ord. 3033.  Passed 
10/22/85.) 
 
 1161.11   LIABILITY OF PROPERTY OWNER. 
 
 A property owner shall be equally liable with the tenant for a 
violation of any of the provisions of this Article and for any 
expense incurred by proper authority in the abatement of any 
nuisance specified by the provisions of this Article.  (1946 Code 
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C. 13 §14.) 
 
 1161.99 PENALTY. 
 
 Any person who violates any provision of this Article shall be 
subject to the following penalties: 
 
 (a) First violation - A fine of $100.00, or thirty days 
imprisonment, or both; 
 
 (b)  Second violation - A fine of $250.00, or sixty days 
imprisonment, or both; 
 
 (c)  Third violation - A fine of $500.00, or ninety days 
imprisonment, or both; 
 
 (d)  Fourth and each subsequent violation - A fine of 
$1,000.00, or ninety days imprisonment, or both.  (Ord. 3033.  
Passed 10/22/85; Ord. 3242.  Passed 2/7/89.) 


